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ADAM NORTON: A MAVERICK WHO MIGHT SURVIVE

Adam	  Norton	  does	  not	  believe	  in	   	  histories.	  He	  is	  in	  f 	   fed	  
up	  with	  believing	   the	   	   lines	  on	   t 	  and	   this	   sentiment	   in-
forms	  almost	  all	  of	  the	  work	  he	  pr 	  His	  work	  often	  refers	  to	  the	  
wide-eyed	  te 	  of	  the	  1950s	  to	  the	  1970s—a	  pe-
riod	  of	  pioneering	  investigations,	  of	  Big	   1,	  during	  whi h	  sights	  
were	  set	   rmly	  on	  the	  remaining	  boundaries	  of	  the	  known	  universe.	  
With	   all	   land	  above	   sea	   level	   overed	  and	   	   riosity	  
mounted,	   progress	   gained	   	   and	   man	   proved	   beyond	   (most)	  
doubt	  t rvive	  a	  trip	  thr to	  the	  moon.	  

The	  adv 	  of	   	  did	  not	  however	  reveal	   the	  bla k	  hole	   in	  
whi h	  the	   e 	  remained	  hiding.	  Some	  people	  took	   fort	  
in	  the	  idea	  that	  we	  may	  not	  be	  alone.	  That	  the	  void	  left	  by	  diminished	  
religious	  belief	  might	  yet	  be	   	  with	  a	  new	   r 	  and	  unknown	  
worlds	  full	  of	  adv 	   	  and	  higher	   	  Despite	  

nventional	   	  r 	  the	   pt	  of	  life	  in	  outer	   	  per-
haps	  there	  are	   	  parallels	  between	  the	  two	  
It	  is	  interesting	  to	   mpare	  the	  paths	  we	  forge	  in	   	  alongside	  
the	   	  we	  envisage	  on	  the	   other	  side .	  How	  often	  do	  we	  
work	  towards	  the	  same	  levels	  of	  harmony	  or	  expansiveness	   in	  our	  
earthbound	  lives	  that	  we	  pr 	  onto	  anonymous	  alien	   ?	  
In	  some	  ways,	  both	  the	   	  of	  UFOlogy,	  and	  the	  shape	  of	   	  we	  
reate	  are	  both	   	  of	  the	  imagination ,	  and	  Norton	  suggests	  that	  
aybe	  they	  are	  a	  sort	  of	  key	  into	  how	  the	  imagination	  works .	  That	  

being	  the	   e,	  what	  does	  this	  say	  about	  where	  we	  allow	  our	  aspi-
rations	  to	  wander?	  Why	  does	  our	  progress	  not	  mirror	  the	  imagined	  
utopia	  of	  other	  worlds?	  And	  how	  is	  it	  that	  the	  ravages	  of	  modernism	  
are	  already	  worming	  their	  way	  into	  outer	   	  in	  the	  form	  of	  war,	  

r ?2

One	  of	   the	  ways	  Norton	  approa hes	   the	  hallowed	  and	  seemingly	  
impenetrable	   halls	   of	   	   is	   to	   look	   for	   the	   human	   element	   in	  
these	  situations.	  He	   tes	  glit hes	   in	  the	  pr 	  and	  ideologies	  
of	   	  drawing	  out	   the	  humour	  or	   the	   real-life	   im 	  of	  

	  alongside	   y.	  After	  all,	   	   	  is	  an	  inevitable	  
stage	   in	   the	  development	  of	   	  and,	   for	  better	  or	  worse,	   it	   is	  
here	  to	  stay.	  What	  we	  must	  do	  is	  learn	  to	  live	  wit . 3	  



Science,	  in	  turn,	  is	  not	  immune	  to	  the	  trends	  and	  cycles	  of	  popular	  cul-
ture	  and	  mythology.	  It	  is	  in	  fact	  a	  work	  of	  fantasy	  which	  is	  considered	  
ma^�Ûklm�l^kbhnl�l\b^gmbÛ\�mk^Zmbl^�hg�engZk�Zlmkhghfr4,	  and	  concurrent-
er�ma^�Ûklm�l\b&Û�lmhkr'�ChaZgg^l�D^ie^k�l�Lhfgbnf%�in[ebla^]�bg�*/,-%�
l^^l�ma^�lmhkr�l�ikhmZ`hgblm�mkZglihkm^]�mh�ma^�fhhg�[r�lni^kgZmnkZe�
_hk\^l� Zg]� ]^l\kb[^l� ma^� ob^p� ehhdbg`� [Z\d� mh� ^Zkma'� Ghkmhg� Zelh�
ihbgml�hnm�maZm�l\b&Û�_hedehk^�h_m^g�Z\ml�Zl�Z�ik^\nklhk�_hk�k^Ze&eb_^�^q-
iehkZmbhg�Zg]�k^l^Zk\a%�Zl�l\b^gmblml�\hg]n\m�`ho^kgf^gm�^qi^kbf^gml�
bgmh� m^e^ihkmZmbhg� Zg]� mbf^� mkZo^e%� pabe^� N?Heh`blml� \eZbf� �k^o^kl^�
^g`bg^^kbg`�� _khf�Zeb^g� \kZ_ml� lmhk^]� l^\k^mer� bg� �:k^Z�.*�� bl� [^bg`�
nl^]�mh�k^Ûg^�^Zkma[hng]�m^\agheh`r'�N?Heh`r�bl�eZk`^er�]blfbll^]�
[r�fZbglmk^Zf�l\b^g\^%�[nm�pah�\Zg�lZr�ahp�fZgr�\ehl^m�[^eb^o^kl�
k^lb]^�[^abg]�G:L:�l�lmk^Zfebg^]�liZ\^�l^kob\^l3�ma^r�gZf^]�ma^�Ûklm�
Space	  Shuttle	  the	  Enterprise,	  and	  gleefully	  played	  the	  Star	  Trek	  theme	  
tune	  during	  its	  launch	  ceremony.

Ghkmhg�fZd^l�phkd�Z[hnm�kh\d^ml�Zg]�f^m^hkbm^l%�bfikh[Z[e^�\khi�
\bk\e^l%�k^mkh�gn\e^Zk� m^\agheh`r�Zg]�ahp�mh�lnkobo^� bg� ma^�^o^gm�h_�
Ûg]bg`�hg^l^e_� bg�Zg� bgahlibmZ[e^� lbmnZmbhg'�A^�\Zg� m^Z\a�nl�bg� ma^�
^o^gm�h_�ma^�phke]�`hg^�fZ]�hk�m^\agheh`r�mnkg^]�[Z]�ahp�mh�fZd^�
lnbm\Zl^l�ÜhZm%�ahp�mh�ebo^�_hk�Z�_hkmgb`am�pbmabg�Z�pZk]kh[^%�Zg]�ahp�
mh�ab]^�bg�ma^�_hhmabeel�h_�>o^k^lm%�ma^�lZg]r�^g\eZo^�h_�<khgneeZ�;^Z\a�
hk�ma^�iZ`^l�h_�Z�ebg^]�:-�la^^m'�Abl�phkd�bl�\hf_hkmbg`%�bm�bl�nl^_ne�
Zg]�bm�\hf^l�_khf�Z�`^gnbg^�Zg]�[^`nbebg`�iZkZghbZ'�A^�]h^lg�m�[^-
eb^o^�nl�mh�[^�lZ_^%�hk��Zehg^��Zg]�a^�pbee�\hgmbgn^�lmh\dbg`�lniieb^l%�
lmbm\abg`�ma^�\Zfh�Zg]�k^o^klbg`�ma^�a^^el�h_�abl�lah^l�bg�k^Z]bg^ll�_hk�
ma^�bgoZlbhg'

<eZk^�E^pbl%�+))1

<eZk^�E^pbl�bl�Z�Lr]g^r&[Zl^]�pkbm^k�Zg]�\nkZmhk'�La^�\h&_hng]^]�M^kfbgnl�
Ikhc^\ml�!ppp'm^kfbgnlikhc^\ml'hk`"�Z�lbm^&li^\bÛ\�Zkml�hk`ZgblZmbhg�Zg]�phkdl�
Zl�Z�\nkZmhkbZe�ZllblmZgm�Zm�ma^�Fnl^nf�h_�<hgm^fihkZkr�:km%�Lr]g^r'

*'��:�iakZl^�\hbg^]�[r�:eobg�F'�P^bg[^k`�bg��BfiZ\m�h_�EZk`^&L\Ze^�L\b^g\^�hg�ma^�Ngbm^]�LmZm^l�%�L\b^g\^%�
+*�Cner�*2/*%�ohe'*,-%�gh'�,-0,%�i'*/*'
+'��<abgZ%�Zg]�ma^g�ln[l^jn^gmer�:f^kb\Z%�Ü^q^]�ma^bk�fbebmZkr�fnl\e^l�[r�[ehpbg`�ni�hg^�h_�ma^bk�hpg�
k^]ng]Zgm�lZm^eebm^l�bg�hk[bm�pa^k^�ieZgl�Zk^�Zek^Z]r�ng]^kpZr�mh�]^o^ehi�k^fhm^�ik^\blbhg�[hf[bg`�mh�mZk-
get	  any	  location	  for	  destruction	  within	  one	  hour.	  Space	  junk	  is	  now	  acknowledged	  as	  an	  aspect	  of	  pollution	  
Zl�`^g^kZmbhgl�h_�kh\d^m�Zg]�lZm^eebm^�_kZ`f^gml�h[bm�ma^�>Zkma'�F^Zgpabe^�Kb\aZk]�;kZglhg�ahi^l�mh�eZng\a�
�Obk`bg�@ZeZ\mb\�%�ma^�Ûklm�\hff^k\bZe�Üb`aml�mh�liZ\^�[r�+))2�*)'�ammi3((ppp'grmbf^l'\hf(+))1()+(*-(
l\b^g\^(*-\g]&lZm^eebm^'amfe?Xk6*�hk^_6leh`bg�7�Z\\^ll^]�*/�FZr�+))1'
,'��hi�\bm�P^bg[^k`%�i'*/+'
-'��ppp'pbdbi^]bZ'hk`%�5ammi3((^g'pbdbi^]bZ'hk`(pbdb(LhfgbnfX!D^ie^k"�7�Z\\^ll^]�*)�FZr�+))1'

KEEPING SECRETS FROM THE RUSSIANS

*2.,'�<he]�PZk�Zm�bml�_kb`b]�phklm'�Ma^�Z`^�h_�fbllbe^l�ln__^kbg`�makhn`a�
bml�Mhi&L^\k^m�[bkma&iZg`l'�Ma^�Ngbm^]�Ik^ll�k^ihkm^k�]kbobg`�]hpg�ma^�
MneZkhlZ�;Zlbg�lmhii^]�_hk�`Zlhebg^�Zm�Mak^^�Kbo^kl'��A^�]b]g�m�^qZ\mer�
g^^]�̀ Zl'�A^�aZ]�[^^g�]kbobg`�lbg\^�]Zpg'�:�pabe^�[Z\d�ma^�fZi�aZ]�
lZb]�*0�fbe^l�mh�Hl\nkZ%�[nm�pa^g�a^�aZ]�k^Z\a^]�ma^�ieZ\^�pa^k^�
ma^�]hm�gZf^]�Hl\nkZ�lahne]�[^�ma^k^�pZl�ghmabg`�ma^k^%�cnlm�Z�\khll-
khZ]l�pbma�Z�`kZo^e�khZ]�e^Z]bg`�p^lmpZk]�iZlm�ma^�[Zkk^g�`kZr�abeel�
mh�lhf^�l^\k^m�ieZ\^�hg�ma^�Pabm^�LZg]l�Fbllbe^�KZg`^'�:g]�ma^g�ma^�
fZi�lZb]�**�fbe^l�mh�Mak^^�Kbo^kl%�pab\a�ghp�ikho^]�mh�[^�ghmabg`�bg�
ma^�phke]�[nm�Lahkmr�Fbee^k�l�Ûeebg`�lmZmbhg�Zg]�Zghma^k�**.�fbe^l�mh�
]kbo^�]hpg�ma^�<abanZanZg�]^l^km�mh�>e�IZlh'�Ma^�k^ihkm^k�aZ]�ghm�
[^^g�ho^k� mabl� khZ]�[^_hk^%�Zg]�pZl�g^p� mh� ma^�Lhnma^kg�Kh\db^l%�
mh� ma^�fbe^l&pb]^� ^qiZgl^l� h_� eZoZ� Ühp%� mh� ]blmZgm� [en^�fhngmZbgl�
Zg]�ma^�ldr�ho^kihp^kbg`�Zg�^fimr�eZg]l\Zi^�Zg]�ma^�mahn`am%�Z_m^k�
fbe^l�h_�]^l^km^]�ab`apZr�iZkZee^e^]�[r�ma^�]^l^km^]�Lhnma^kg�IZ\bÛ\�
mkZ\dl%�maZm�IeZg^m�>Zkma�aZ]�[^^g�Z[Zg]hg^]'

Lahkmr�Fbee^k%�aZobg`�bgl^km^]�ghsse^�bg�mZgd%�pbi^]�ma^�pbg]lab^e]%�
noticed	  the	  press	  sticker,	  and	  said	  where	  you	  headed?
	  	  	  	  	  
:g]�ma^�k^ihkm^k�!lmk^m\abg`�abl�e^`l�Zg]�lmZkbg`�hnm�Z\khll�ma^�[Zlbg"�
lZb]�a^�pZl�`hbg`�mh�?hkm�;ebll'

@n^ll� rhn�k^� `hbg`� ]hpg� ma^k^� mh�pZm\a� ma^f� lahhm� h__� maZm� g^p�
missile,	  Miller	  said,	  and	  the	  reporter	  looked	  surprised	  and	  said	  why	  
r^l%�a^�`n^ll^]�lh%�[nm�ma^�fbebmZkr�mri^l�lZb]�bm�pZl�lh�l^\k^m�ma^r�
phne]g�m�m^ee�paZm�ma^r�p^k^�]^fhglmkZmbg`'�Fbee^k�lZb]�p^ee%�bm�ee�[^�
ma^�hg^�ma^r�\Zee�PZ\�<hkihkZe�ma^g%�Zg]�rhn�fb`am�Zl�p^ee�\hf^�bg�
Zg]�aZo^�Z�\ni�h_�\h__^^�[^\Znl^�maZm�lahm�l�`hbg`�mh�[^�ihlmihg^]'�
Ehm�h_�mkhn[e^�hg�maZm�hg^'�Lniihl^]�mh�`h�-))�fbe^l�[nm�ma^�[^lm�ma^r�
`hm�pZl�*.)'�;nkg^]�ebjnb]�hqr`^g�Zg]�lni^k&\hhe^]�gbmkh`^g�fbq^]�
pbma�ma^�_n^e�Zg]�maZm�fZ]^�bm�\he]^k�maZg�Z�p^ee&]b``^k�l�[nmm�Zg]�ma^�
infi�phne]g�m�phkd� kb`am'�:grpZr� bm�pZlg�m�phkdbg`� mabl�fhkgbg`'�
MaZm�l�paZm�ma^�kZ]Zk�i^hie^�lZb]'�Ma^r�ZepZrl�lmhii^]�h__�_hk�Z�\ni�
hg�ma^�pZr�ni�mh�ma^�lmZmbhg�hg�Ebmme^�;nkkh�I^Zd�Zg]�mabl�fhkgbg`�bm�
cnlm�pZlg�m�phkdbg`�kb`am%�gbmkh`^g�\hkkhlbhg'�:g]�ma^�lahm�pZlg�m�`h-
ing	  to	  come	  off	  on	  time.	  
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